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INn this presentation...

1. MPB induced
Impacts and
opportunities In
OBAC region
communities

A quick
Introduction to
the OBAC and
what it’s doing
to help




Snapshot on Vanderhoof
Impacts & Opportunities

Vanderhoof has been booming...
Increased harvesting and associated activities

Concerns... Future forests & forest economy
after the boom; water quality and flood control

Immediate Opportunities...
Agriculture; expanded
wood products; knowledge, .
education, information ) Py
sector; mineral exploration ; i
travel and destination E
tourism; small scale manufacturing




Snapshot on Burns Lake
Impacts & Opportunities

Burns Lake hasn’t been booming...
Increased harvesting but local mill uncertainty

Concerns: Generating more wealth from forests
now; future forests & economy; fire safety

Immediate Opportunities...
Forest management,
non-timber forest
products, bioenergy,
expanded wood products;
travel and destination
tourism; agriculture;
education; mineral exploration; local service
center




Communities’ Response
The Why of the OBAC?

“By acting now, we expect to make the
best of the short-term increase Iin
forestry activity, while at the same
time preparing for the future

challenges. By acting
collectively we can
be more effective.”
OBAC July 2005
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Who I1s the OBAC?

The local governments and communities of
the Hwy 16 corridor

e RD Bulkley-Nechako

e RD Fraser-Fort George
e District of Vanderhoof
e Town of Smithers

e City of Prince George
e Village of Burns Lake
e District of Fort St. James
 Village of Granisle

e District of Houston

e Village of Telkwa

e Village of Fraser Lake
e Village of McBride

e District of Mackenzie

e Village of Valemount




Where 1s the OBAC?

e Over 13 million ha in size
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What is the OBAC?
What is it doing?

A coalition of communities with a purpose...

Working to ensure sustainable
development and resiliency for the
OBAC region.

Building partnerships, knowledge, methods,
approaches and a diversification plan...

So that we can respond together to beetle
Induced change.




Diversification Plan/
Strategy Topics

A. Regional community-based interests in future
forests and fibre use

B. Mineral Exploration

C. Alternative Energy

D. Integrated Regional Transportation

E. Retention & Attraction — amenities and needs
for existing and new residents and sectors

F. Conventional Energy

G. Social/Community Services and Supports —
what do we have & what will we need

H. Destination Tourism

I. Agriculture

J. Regional Cohesion, Branding & Profile strategy

K. Regional Emergency Response — a component

of this will be about coordinated fire
management

L. Others? This list will continue to grow...




The OBAC Commitments

1. Gather/share credible information
from/with different people

2. Be a place for senior governments &
Industry to communicate on community
Interests re: beetle epidemic/ economic
diversification

Develop positions/advice & influence
decisions that support sustainable
development

Follow up on decision-makers’
commitments to this region

Influence/inform government and corporate
policies & decisions that support the aims
and objectives of OBAC and support
sustainable development




How you can help

We look forward to
your input and
Involvement as

Leaders
oMWNEg,  Business owners
Professionals
g Service providers
detion < Residents

with important
talents,
knowledge,
expertise & @088 Ubich
experience living Y.
and working here. ) ki
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For more information go to

or contact...

Elizabeth Andersen Mayor Len Fox
OBAC Manager OBAC Chair
250-563-7005 250-567-0567




