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OVERVIEW

Information Overflow
Focus on 2 messages
Customer Driven
Long Term View



Message # 1

Beetle transmitted Bluestain lumber does not 
impact the use of lumber in building 
construction.



Message # 2

The Industry needs to proactively educate 
our customers on the impact of Bluestain
lumber.



Framework

Focus on SPF dimension lumber for 
structural applications
Focus on 2 simple messages to be part of 
your marketing plan
NOT going to review other applications
NOT going to present a specific marketing 
plan



General Market Comments

Customer driven message

Complex world



Message # 1

Beetle transmitted Bluestain lumber does not impact 
the use of lumber in building construction.

Properties of Lumber with Beetle-Transmitted Bluestain.
Users of lumber are probably familiar with bluestain. Some may 
wonder if the amount and type of stain transmitted by the 
mountain pine beetle affects the wood in any way. 
Comprehensive testing recently confirmed that beetle-
transmitted bluestain has no practical effect on strength 
properties or gluing characteristics. Neither does the bluestain
affect the adhesion of furniture finishes. The stain causes some
possibly beneficial changes to dimensional stability, checking 
and permeability.¹

¹. Forintek Canada Corp – Wood Protection Bulletin July 2003





Message # 2

The Industry needs to proactively educate our 
customers on the impact of Bluestain lumber.

Frequently Asked Questions about Bluestain on Canadian Wood 
Products

You may have noticed a larger proportion of western spruce-pine-
fir lumber or plywood that contains blue streaks. This 
discolouration is called bluestain and is associated with the 
activities of the mountain pine bark beetle. In BC a lot of trees that 
have recently been attacked by this beetle are being processed 
into lumber and plywood.²

²Forintek Canada Corp – Wood Protection Bulletin July 2005





Summary

Recommend focus on 2 messages
Support  our Customer’s needs for 
information and education
Take a long term view



Questions?


