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Lumber Prices: SPF R/L 2X4

Week of June 11 286
Previous Week 276
Previous Month 252
Year Ago 300

Source: Madison’s Canadian Lum-
ber Reporter
(www.madisonsreport.com)

Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006

For information about SLA 2006
please see the following websites:

Government of Canada:

www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/eicb/softwood/menu-
en.asp

Government of BC:
www.for.gov.bc.ca/HET/softwood

Inside this Issue:

President’s MEMO......coccververieeennes 1
Lumber Prices .....ccceverveerieerieeenns 1
Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006

................................................... 1

Kamloops Community Dinner ...... 1

Environmental Mind Grind Chal-
lenges Southern Interior Students

Mario Masini, Pope & Talbot Ltd.
Castlegar Division is Crowned
BC’s Lumber Grading Champion

for 2007 ... 2
BC Students’ Mountain Pine Beetle
Projects Go National ................ 3

Exposure and Inspiration Attracts
Students to Careers in Forestry 3

Asia-Pacific Canadian Consulate
Representatives Tour Northern
BC Forest Operations................ 4

Nominate Individuals for the 2007
Ministry of Environment Arbor

Vitae Awards......ccccceeeeeeeeeineenns 4
International Conference on Wind
aNd TreES...uuuieeeeecceeeee e 4

MONTH IN REVIEW

President’s Memo

There is no doubt that the pub-
lic, the corporate sector and
governments at all levels are
seized with the issue of climate
change and the related issue
of energy production from
green sources. But did you
know that the BC forest indus-
try is already a large producer
of green energy. Our pulp and
paper sector has been generat-
ing energy from biomass since
its inception. Steam and elec-
tricity are produced from bark,
woodwaste, sawdust and shav-
ings and chips.

As BC Hydro progresses with its
call for biomass sourced power
we need to remember that the
forest sector is a highly inte-
grated industry with a symbi-
otic relationship among saw-
mills, pulp and paper mills and

other forest product manufac-
turing facilities. A significant
change in one part of the
sector can have a ripple ef-
fect on the others and exist-
ing commercial relationships.
The economic parameters of
the call must therefore be
designed to build on the for-
est sector base and existing
commercial relationships. If
unintended consequences
are avoided | know that the
forest industry will step up to
the plate.

John Allan

June 2007

Kamloops —Thompson Community Dinner

On June 13th, the COFI Board
of Directors met in Kamloops
followed by the inaugural Com-
munity Dinner for 2007. More
than 60 people gathered from
the Kamloops - Thompson
region to hear from COFI Presi-
dent & CEO John Allan. Board
Chair Blair Mayes acted as the
Master of Ceremonies intro-
ducing the special guests and
guest speakers beginning with
Kamloops Deputy Mayor John
O’Fee who provided a welcome
from the City. John Allan pro-
vided an interesting perspec-
tive on the BC forest industry
with a presentation entitled,
“The Forest Industry in BC -
Putting it in Context”. The
presentation is available at
www.cofi.org/whats_new/
presentations.htm.

Community dinners are an
important means for COFI to
communicate with the people
who are key to helping us de-

fine the role of the forest in-
dustry in the province. The
communities are important to
the forest industry and the
forest industry is important to
the communities. Meeting
with community leaders in
this way ensures that we are
able to communicate impor-
tant issues facing the industry
and of equal importance, we

are able to hear from commu-
nity leaders about issues of
concern to the local communi-
ties and the province.

For more information contact
Gary Crooks, Vice President,
Southern Operations, by
phone at: (250) 860-9663 or
by e-mail at: crooks@cofi.org.
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Environmental Mind Grind Challenges Southern Interior Students

Elementary and middle school
teams competed this year at
the eighth annual Terasen Gas
Environmental Mind Grind Chal-
lenge. Held on April 21 in honor
of Earth Day, this event took
place in several communities in
the Thompson and Okanagan
regions, including Kamloops,
Vernon, Kelowna and Penticton.

After weeks of preparation, 86
teams of students gathered to
compete and demonstrate their
knowledge of local environ-
mental issues, responding to
skill- testing questions in areas
such as forestry, waste reduc-
tion, water and energy conser-
vation, air quality and endan-
gered species.

Up for grabs were prizes such
as school or class pizza and ice
cream parties, polar fleece
vests and financial awards. First
and second place teams at the

elementary and middle school
levels continued on to compete
at the BC Championships on
May 5 in Kelowna.

For the third year, the Council
of Forest Industries (COFI) was
an EMG sponsor, providing
forestry study materials and
questions, participating in a
public education mall display
and contributing financial sup-
port. Deb Bazett from COFI
Southern Interior Forest Educa-
tion represented COFl as com-
mittee member and forestry
contributor, while Susan Bon-
dar, Thompson Forest Educa-
tor, supported the Kamloops
EMG planning committee. The
title backer was Terasen Gas,
with a number of regional and
local sponsors also coming on
board.

Congratulations to all of the
partners who supported this

For more information contact:
Debbie Bazett, COFI Southern
Operations by phone at: (250)
860-9663 or by e-mail at:
bazett@cofi.org.

worthwhile event and to all of
the committees in the various
communities who worked so
hard to make the EMG Chal-
lenge a reality once again this
year!!

Kelowna crowds gather to cheer for local EMG teams

Mario Masini, Pope & Talbot Ltd. Castlegar Division is Crowned
BC’s Lumber Grading Champion for 2007

Close to 80 of the top lumber
graders from across the province
competed in the 4314 Annual BC
Lumber Grading Championship
staged in Kamloops on May 26.
Mario Masini of Pope & Talbot
Ltd, Castlegar took home the
gold and was crowned BC'’s top
Lumber Grader for 2007. In the
process he also recorded the
highest ever final mark of
95.9%. Mario took home a total
of $1800 for his efforts. Finish-
ing third ($500) in the “Senior
Division” was Marty Pounder of
Tembec Industries, Canal Flats.

“The Council of Forest Industries
(COFIl) member company graders
once again dominated the com-
petition” said Gary Desrosier,
COFI’s Quality Control Manager,
“not only did we take first place
but 16 of the top 20 contestants
were from COFI member compa-
nies”.

In the “First Year Division”,
Tyler Smith of West Fraser Mills
- 100 Mile House and Ehren
Putz of Tolko Industries, Wil-
liams Lake placed first and
third respectively. Tyler also
went on to be part of the win-
ning team as the Caribou Bug
Killers (West Fraser Mills Ltd.)
won the 2007 Team Award,
along with team members Bal-
jinder Gill and Dave Munro.
Each team member won
$250.00 and Tyler's winnings
totalled $1250.

For the second consecutive
year Sajjan Minhas of Canfor -
Rustad, captured the Champi-
ons Div. (past winners) and
Travis White of Tembec Indus-
tries, Canal Flats was a close
second.

“We are extremely proud of our
education program and these

results are just ‘icing on the
cake’,” said Desrosier.

For more information contact
Gary Desrosier, Quality Control
Manager by phone at: (250)
860-9663 or by e-mail at: des-
rosier@cofi.org.

Ted Smith (L), Gilbert and Smith
Forest Products, Barriere and
Marty Pounder (R), Tembec,
Canal Flats

!

(L to R): Tyler Smith, West Fra-
ser-100 Mile), Dave Munro,
West Fraser-Northstar-Quesnel,
John Melnyk, West Fraser-100
Mile, Baljinder Gill, West Fra-
ser-Williams Lake

Mike Kanigan (L), COFl and
Mario Masini (R), Pope & Tal-
bot, Castlegar
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BC Students” Mountain Pine Beetle Projects Go National

Two young students, Justin
Steenhof, a grade 7 student at
Bulkley Valley Christian School
in Smithers, and Louise Hung, a
grade 7 student at Maple Creek
Middle School in Port Coquitlam,
are off to national competitions
after winning gold in regional
competitions for their projects
on the Mountain Pine Beetle.

Justin, who won a gold medal for
his project, “Is Bug Wood
Boggy?”, represented the Bulk-
ley Valley at the Canada Wide
Science Fair in Truro, Nova
Scotia May 12-30th. His project
investigated whether pine beetle
wood absorbed more moisture
than non-pine beetle killed
wood. Through his experiments
he found that beetle-killed wood
absorbed substantially more
moisture that healthy wood. In
preparation for the nationals
Justin did additional research

and was very excited about his
trip to Nova Scotia.

Louise, who recently won gold
at a regional Historica Fair, will
travel to Lethbridge, Alberta
July 9-16t% to compete in the
National Historica Fair with her
project “Beetle Blues”. She
was inspired to research the
Mountain Pine Beetle epi-
demic after a withessing the
affects of the beetle while on a
family trip through Manning
Park last summer. Her project
outlined the causes of the
epidemic, examined its affects
on trees, climate and forest
ecosystems and concluded
with a summary of industry
and government action plans
to deal with the epidemic to-
day and in the future.

Congratulations to both Justin
and Louise.

For more information contact:
Chris Lear, COFI Northern Op-
erations by phone at: (250)
614-4352 or by e-mail at:
lear@cofi.org.

Justin Steenhof, with his win-
ning project, “Is Bug Wood

boggy?”

Louise Hung with her project
“Beetle Blues”.

Exposure and Inspiration Attracts Students to Careers in Forestry

If you expose students to for-
estry careers they will become
aware of the possibilities, and if
you can inspire them, there is a
good chance that they will take
up a forestry career. At least
that is the ‘driver’ behind the
career programs many high
school students across north
central BC have been participat-
ing in this spring.

From Fort St. John to Smithers
to Quesnel high school students
have been drawn out of their
classrooms to spend time tour-
ing mills or forestry operations
to learn about careers in the
trades and forestry. But the two
programs, Project Trades and
Natural Resource Management,
are not just tours; they are in-
depth programs where students
get the opportunity to interact
with professionals who work in
the various careers.

While the ‘in the bush’ or ‘in the
mill” part of each program pro-
vides the career ‘awareness’, it
is the interaction with the pro-
fessionals that provides the

‘inspiration’. Being given the
opportunity to talk to a mill-
wright on the job or to timber
cruise with a forester is what is
drawing students to partici-
pate in COFI’'s Forest Educa-
tion Programs. The many pro-
fessionals participating in the
programs ‘walk the talk’ and
are better able to show stu-
dents what their careers are
really like than the student’s
classroom teachers. And what
is drawing students to con-
sider careers in the forest
industry is the enthusiasm and
the pride that all of volunteers
from COFlI member compa-
nies, Ministry of Forest and
Range, consultants and CNC
and UNBC exhibit towards
their respective careers.

Thanks to a large part to the
many volunteers that assist in
these programs we are wit-
nessing an increase in stu-
dents interested in becoming
a tradesperson or forest pro-
fessional and working in the
forest industry.

For more informa-
tion on either ca-
reer program con-
tact Chris Lear,
COFI Northern Op-
erations, by tele-
phone at: (250)
614-4352 or by e-
mail: lear@cofi.org.

Smithers Secondary students tour West
Fraser PIR sawmill with Rod DeSteiger,
Maintenance Superintendent.

Quesnel Secondary students and teacher
learn how to use a compass before laying
out a block.
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Nominate Individuals for the 2007
Ministry of Environment Arbor Vi-
tae Awards.

There are so many outstanding
British Columbians in our commu-
nities, organizations and work-
places whose dedication to envi-
ronmental protection and steward-
ship deserves to be rewarded. So,
in response to the growing interest
in the MOE Arbor Vitae Awards, the
nominations deadline has been
extended to Saturday, June 23.

Please visit the Arbor Vitae Awards
website at www.env.gov.bc.ca/
mea to get more information and
get your nominations in!

International Conference on Wind
and Trees

5-9 August 2007 - UBC Forest
Sciences Centre, Vancouver, BC

Scientists and practitioners will
present their work and discuss
new developments, approaches,
and methodologies in the fields of
wind and tree interaction, damage
prediction, and damage mitigation.
We will hold a special session on
risk assessment and management
on Thursday, August 9.

This will be of interest to forest
managers and we expect good
participation from local profession-
als.

For further information, contact
Ray Krag, FERIC by phone at:
604-228-1555 or by e-mail at:
ray-k@vcr.feric.ca or visit FERIC's
webpage: www.feric.ca/en.
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Representatives Tour Northern BC Forest

Operations

Hosted by BC Market Out-
reach Network and assisted
by COFI, a group of ten Asia-
Pacific Canadian Consulate
Commercial Trade Officers
from India, Brunei, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, China, Japan,
Taiwan, Korea and Vietham,
as well as a representative
from Foreign Affairs Canada
in Vancouver spent two days
on the coast and two days in
the interior learning about
BC’s forest industry and for-
est products.

While in Prince George COFI
member operations hosted
the group for tours of forest
and mill operations. On day
one of the tour the delegates
were given a helicopter tour
and ground stops south of
Prince George with represen-
tatives of Dunkley lumber
and Canfor to learn about BC
forest management prac-
tices and the effects of the
Mountain Pine Beetle epi-
demic. At Dunkley Lumber
the group toured Dunkley‘s
high out-put random length
sawmill to better understand
interior lumber manufactur-
ing. Returning to PG the
group was given a presenta-
tion on the economics and
competitiveness of the inte-
rior forest industry by Doug
Routledge, COFI VP Forestry
and Northern Operations.

Mayes, GM, Dunkley Lumber.

Day two of the tour included a
presentation by BC’s Chief
Forester Jim Snetsinger on
forest management as well as
tours of Lakeland Mills’ stud
mill, Brink Forest Products’
finger-joint mill and Winton
Global Homes’ truss and panel
manufacturing divisions. The
two-day interior portion ended
with a tour of UNBC showcas-
ing UNBC'’s use of wood fol-
lowed by the delegates attend-
ing a dinner with local commu-
nity, business and forestry
leaders at UNBC.

The tour was made possible
with the generous contribu-
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Consulate Trade Officers inspecting beetle wood with Blair

tions from the above men-
tioned companies as well as
support from Carrier Lumber,
Prince George Airport Author-
ity, UNBC, Prince George For-
estry and Railway Museum
and the logistical support of
COFI Northern Operation’s
staff. BC Market Outreach
Network provided financial,
planning and logistical sup-
port.

For more information contact
Chris Lear by phone at: (250)
564-5136 or by e-mail at:
lear@cofi.org.

Consulate representatives with
Doug Routledge, COFI, Michael
Loseth and Rick Maker, MON at
UNBC.



