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Lumber Prices:  WSPF R/L 2X4 $US 

Source: Madison’s Canadian Lum-
ber Reporter 
(www.madisonsreport.com) 

Week of July 21 266 

Previous Week 262 

Previous Month 246 

Year Ago 268 

As we head into the heart of 
summer here’s a few thoughts 
to bear in mind.  First and fore-
most, if you are a forest recrea-
tionist, please be careful.  
Whether your activity relates to 
boating, swimming, driving, 
camping or hiking remember 
the dangers of forest fires and 
please keep your safety and 
that of your family, friends and 
others uppermost in your mind. 
 
Second, we are greatly heart-
ened by the appointment of 
Pat Bell as Minister of Forests 
and Range.  Pat brings to the 
portfolio a passion that is ur-
gently required and is the right 
person for the job, particularly 

at this time of great financial 
difficulty. 
 
Third, there are many tough 
months ahead for the indus-
try.  Markets remain soft, 
prices low, exchange rates 
high and costs continue to 
escalate.  Many in the busi-
ness community are now 
focused on our economic 
prospects post 2010 and 
some really hard work is re-
quired by government, indus-
try and other stakeholders to 
ensure that forestry continues 
to play a leading role in the 
economic future of the Prov-
ince. 
 

Again, have a wonderful but 
safe summer. 
 

 
 John Allan 

President’s Memo 

Tackle Climate Change—Use Wood 
Tackle Climate Change – Use 
Wood was the message loudly 
proclaimed by Premier Gordon 
Campbell and Forests and 
Range Minister Pat Bell along 
with industry represented by 
COFI President John Allan, who 
is also Vice-Chair of the BC 
Forestry Climate Change Work-
ing Group, and the Working 
Group’s Chair Ric Slaco, Vice 
President and Chief Forester, 
Interfor. 
 
At media events at BCIT in 
Burnaby, Okanagan College in 
Kelowna and the College of 
New Caledonia in Prince 
George the government and 
industry launched a communi-
cations initiative to raise 
awareness about the important 
role wood products can play in 
the fight to curb climate 
change. 
 
BC’s forest products store vast 
amounts of carbon that would 
otherwise be released into the 
atmosphere and contribute to 
climate change.  Moreover, by 
using clean wood based bio-
energy in the manufacturing of 
these products – and substitut-
ing them for fossil-fuel-

intensive alternatives – fur-
ther reductions in BC’s green-
house gas emissions are 
achieved.  
 
"Living forests convert carbon 
dioxide into oxygen, while 
sustainable wood products 
play an important role in stor-
ing carbon,” stated Premier 
Gordon Campbell.  “Through 
this campaign, we can tap 
into the growing market for 
products that are green, sus-
tainable and carbon-smart."  
 
One goal of the initiative is to 
better inform the building 
community and consumers 

about the value of using wood 
products over other materials.  
In fact, the carbon stored 
within an average-sized home 
built with wood is equivalent 
to one car’s emissions for five 
years. 
 
“Wood products are super-
stars in the fight against cli-
mate change when compared 
to other building products 
such as concrete and steel,” 
stated Allan.  The fact that our 
products are manufactured in 
processes that are highly sen-
sitive to environmental re-
sponsibility should ensure we 
are the suppliers of choice in 
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a world growing more and more 
concerned about the impact of 
the products they purchase on 
the climate.” 
 
The BC Forestry Climate Change 
Working Group includes indus-
try groups representing a wide 
range of forest sector compa-
nies: the Council of Forest In-
dustries, Coast Forest Products 
Association, Forest Products 
Association of Canada, Interior 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation, Pulp and Paper BC, 
Canada Wood and Binational 
Softwood Council. 

The Working Group is working 
closely with the BC government 
through the Ministry of Forests 
and Range and the Climate 
Action Secretariat to establish 
the value of our forests and 
products in a climate change 
context within the Western 
Climate Initiative and other 
provincial, national and inter-
national initiatives. 
 
For more information about the 
role of forest products and 
forests in tackling climate 
change go to:  
www.bcclimatechange.ca.  

Tackle Climate Change—Use Wood (Cont’d.) 

COFI North Fall Community Dinner Line‐up 
COFI Northern Operations is 
again planning to host its three 
regional community dinners this 
fall.  Community dinners pro-
vide an opportunity for commu-
nity leaders to enjoy an evening 
listening to a high-profile 
speaker on various topics con-
cerning the forest industry and 
an opportunity for forest indus-
try leaders to network with com-
munity leaders. 

Our Prince George Community 
dinner will be held on Thursday 
the 18th of September at the 
Coast Inn of the North.  Guest 
speaker for the event will be 
Hon. Pat Bell, Minister of For-
ests and Range.  The Peace 
Community dinner will be held 
in Dawson Creek on October 
2nd with Peter Moonen, Wood-
WORKS! BC speaking on 
“green building”.  October 23rd 

marks the date for the Bulkley 
Valley Community dinner being 
held in Smithers with Kelly 
McCloskey, President, Wood 
Promotion Network speaking 
on the role the forest sector 
can play in mitigating climate 
change.  Watch for upcoming 
news articles in September and 
October on these well attended 
dinners. 
 

For more information contact 
Bev Schroeder by phone at: 
(250) 564-5136 or by e-mail: 
schroeder@cofi.org.  
 

 

Fred Spoke Appointed Managing Director Canada Wood China 
Fred Spoke has been appointed 
by the Canada Wood Group 
Board of Directors to assume 
the role of Managing Director – 
China based at the Shanghai 
Dream Home Canada facility. 
Mr. Spoke’s appointment was 
effective June 23rd. His first 
week will be spent in Vancouver 
meeting key contacts and un-
dertaking orientation activities. 
He assumed his permanent 
position in China in early July.  

Fred has an extensive back-
ground in China including serv-
ing as Minister Counselor 
(Commercial) at the Canadian 
Embassy in Beijing. Fred was 
also the Executive Director of 
the Canada China Business 
Council based in Toronto and 
served on CCBC’s Board in 
Shanghai. He has also filled 
other overseas roles at the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade. In the 

private sector he has guided 
international clients in the de-
velopment of their China strate-
gies and was the General Man-
ager for Victorinox China Ltd. 
(Swiss Army brand). Fred 
speaks mandarin Chinese and 
holds an MBA degree.  In his 
new position, Fred will be re-
sponsible for managing the 
Canada Wood presence in 
China and coordinating the 
activities and efforts of the 

various partners of Canada 
Wood.  
 
To read more about Canada 
Wood and COFI’s market ac-
cess activities, go to the July 
2008 COFI Market Access 
Newsletter at:  
www.cofi.org/canadawood/
newsletter/2008_jul/
jul2008.html. 
 
 

Province Supports Higher Wood Structures 
BC is exploring the potential to 
raise the maximum height for 
wood-framed apartment build-
ings to encourage more use of 
wood. 
 
Premier Gordon Campbell re-
cently told a Whistler conven-

tion he wants to support the 
province's forest industry by 
allowing the construction of 
wood-framed condominiums 
higher than the current four-
storey limit allowed under Can-
ada’s National Building Code. 
Earlier, Housing Minister Rich 

Coleman, who at the time was 
also Minister of Forests and 
Range, had said he wants to 
see wood-framed buildings up 
to six storeys high. 
 
Changes in national building 
regulations are already encour-

aging multi-storey wood build-
ings in many European coun-
tries – the largest timber-
frame building in the United 
Kingdom is seven storeys. 
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Swedish Forestry Tour Visits Prince George 
On July 1st, a group of 16 forest 
industry executives from Swe-
den spent one day of their two 
week BC forestry tour in Prince 
George. The morning was com-
prised of pulp mill and tree nurs-
ery tours led by Walter Mato-
sevic of Canfor. The after-
noon was graciously hosted by 
Joel Runtz of TDB Forestry, who 
had the group viewing an active 
small scale MPB sanitation har-
vest operation in the interface 
area adjacent to the Ness Lake 
ball diamond. The harvesting 
objectives were to improve 
safety, reduce fuel loading, and 
maintain aesthetics. The 
day before, the group visited a 
pellet plant and sawmill in Ques-
nel, and with West Fraser's Greg 
Scott flew over some MPB af-
fected forest. 
  
The Swedes commented that 
the MPB "devastation" is not as 

bad as the media had led 
them to believe. 
  
The delegates are board mem-
bers of SODRA, an economic 
association of 52 000 forest 
estate owners and forest prod-
uct manufacturers. Their major 
business areas are growing 
and selling 18 million m3 of 
logs, pulp operations, lumber 
milling, interior finishing prod-
ucts, creating bio-energy from 
biomass, and most recently 
wind power.   
 
For further information, con-
tact Steve Kozuki by phone at: 
(250) 564-5136 or by e-mail 
at: kozuki@cofi.org.  
 
  
 
 

After shockwaves rippled 
through the northern forest sec-
tor in hearing of the College of 
New Caledonia’s decision to 
curtail the intake of forest tech-
nology students, it was a clear 
sense of excitement that filled 
the air when the Honourable Pat 
Bell, Minister of Forests and 
Range announced the awarding 
of an applied research forest to 
CNC to help train forest and 
resource management students 
and serve as a center of applied 
research in Prince George. 
 
The research forest is the first of 
four key cornerstone initiatives 
that a coalition of players in the 
forest sector and CNC faculty 
and staff put together to ensure 
the survival and revitalization of 
CNC’s Forest Technology Pro-
gram.  The other three key initia-
tives include: an increased em-
phasis on marketing CNC’s first 
class curriculum to improve 
students recruitment levels; a 
redesigned curriculum that will 
meet the needs of other re-

source sectors such as Oil and 
Gas and Mining; and, engaging 
the Ministry of Advanced Edu-
cation regarding how they fund 
post-secondary programs. 
 
Over the next few years the 
forest industry and other re-
source industries will be look-
ing at a shortage of qualified 
and well-trained workers and 
the Applied Research Forest 
and a revitalized Forest and 
Resource Technology program 
at CNC will help to fill that 
void. 
 
Revitalization Coalition Mem-
bers include: 
Association of BC Forest Pro-
fessionals, Canfor, Central 
Interior Logging Association, 
COFI, Council on Northern 
Interior Forest Employment 
Relations, Ministry of Forests 
and Range, Prince George 
Trucking Association, Univer-
sity of Northern BC, and the 
Western Silviculture Contrac-
tors Association. 

For more information contact: 
Chris Lear, COFI Northern Op-
erations, by phone: 250-614-
4352 or by e-mail: 
lear@cofi.org.   

Research Forest Key to Revitalizing CNC’s Forest Resource 
Technology Program 

 

John Bowman, President CNC, is joined by the Honourable 
Shirley Bond, Minister of Education, Doug Routledge, COFI, VP 
Northern Operations and the Honourable Bat Bell, Minister of 
Forests following the awarding of Applied Research Forest to 
CNC. 



 COFI Bids a Fond Farewell to Jan Ball 

After eight dedicated years of 
service to COFI’s Northern 
Operations Office in Prince 
George, Executive Assistant 
Jan Ball and husband Rick 
are retiring to Saanich.  At a 
retirement luncheon honor-
ing Jan, she characterized 
her time with COFI as “a lot 
of hard but rewarding work” 
and it is the people she has 
worked with and met across 
the northern part of BC that 
she will miss the most. 

Jan, you were a vital part of our 
COFI team.  We will miss your 
energy, patience, humour and 
quest for high standards.  En-
joy your well earned retire-
ment. 
 
For more information contact 
Doug Routledge by phone at: 
(250) 564-5136 or by email: 
Routledge@cofi.org. 
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BC Forestry Climate Change Work-
ing Group 
 

BC’s forests and forest sector are 
key weapons in our fight against 
climate change. Our sustainable 
forest practices, low carbon foot-
print products and bio-energy pro-
duction make BC forest products a 
green choice.  To find out more go 
to: www.BCclimatechange.ca 

Using Wood to Tackle Climate Change Focus of 
Fort St John and District Chamber Luncheon 
“If we are serious about tack-
ling climate change, one of 
the best decisions we can 
make is to use wood”, noted 
Chris Lear, Manager of For-
est Education COFI Northern 
Operations in a presentation 
to the Fort St. John and Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon on June 24th.  
 
Chris stressed that using 
wood products helps offset 
climate change and that 
wood is a natural part of the 
solution to climate change.  
His presentation incorpo-
rated information about our 
forests ability to absorb and 
sequester carbon as well as 

how using wood lengthens the 
time carbon can be seques-
ters.  Chris discussed the eco-
nomic and environmental ra-
tionale for building with wood 
and data comparing wood with 

other building materials that 
clearly reinforces the social 
and economic benefits from 
using wood.  “Wood is the 
‘natural’ part of the climate 
change solution”. 
 
For more information, please 
contact: Chris Lear, COFI 
Northern Operations, by 
phone at: (250) 614-4352 or 
by e-mail at: lear@cofi.org.  

Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006 

 
For information about SLA 2006 
please see the following websites: 
 
Government of Canada: 
www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/eicb/softwood/menu-
en.asp 
 
Government of BC: 
www.for.gov.bc.ca/HET/softwood 

Jan Ball presented with a 
wooden bowl inlaid with 
stones to form an Inukshuk. 

BCIT's new wood products 
manufacturing program al-
lows you to prepare for ca-
reer advancement without 
leaving work or your home-
town.  
 
The program, called Indus-
trial Wood Processing and 
Management (IWPM), was 
designed with extensive in-
put from wood products 
manufacturers. It is predomi-
nantly online-driven, with 
regular opportunities for 

interactive classroom seminars 
through the Internet. Conven-
ience, flexibility and afforda-
bility are key features of the 
program.  
 
Companies no longer have to 
lose a worker to send him or 
her offsite for training. And 
workers don’t have to leave 
home or lose pay in order to 
upgrade their skills. Students 
have the freedom to take just 
the one course they need, or 
work through the program for 

full Certificate or Diploma 
credentials.  
To register for September 
2008 courses, contact John 
McDonald, Program Head 
(cell. 778-928-2356, email. 
John_McDonald@bcit.ca). For 
more information about train-
ing opportunities through 
BCIT, contact Kit Tam, Direc-
tor, Industry Services, BCIT 
School of Construction and 
the Environment (cell. 778-
928-2200, email. 
Kit_Tam@bcit.ca).  

Retain Your Top Performers with Commitment 
to Training 

Chris Lear, COFI Northern Operations Forest Education Man-
ager addresses the Fort St John and District Chamber of Com-
merce, June 24, 2008 


