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Lumber Prices: WSPF R/L 2X4 $US

Week of September 15 231

Previous Week 252
Previous Month 282
Year Ago 232

Source: Madison’s Canadian Lum-
ber Reporter
(www.madisonsreport.com)

Power Smart Forum
November 17 to 19, 2008, Westin
Bayshore, Vancouver

The Forum gathers together BC-
based organizations that wish to
improve or learn more about energy
efficiency and conservation. Free
information sessions run throughout
the day on November 17, in addi-
tion to 30 exhibitors sharing their
knowledge, service and product

offerings at a trade show.

Register for the Forum at:
bchydro.com/forum.
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President’s Memo

| would have really liked to
return from my vacation to find
that the world had changed for
the better—something like lum-
ber prices had risen and the
dollar had depreciated and we
were starting to see some light
at the end of the tunnel.

Alas, the U.S. financial crisis
has deepened and has spread
globally. The net result is that
recovery, everything else being
equal, has been pushed off.

But wait, there’s more—today
we have what has to be one of
the most uninformed com-
ments yet to be made on soft-
wood trade with the U.S.—and
we have had some winners!

MONTH IN REVIEW

September 2008

The leader of the federal NDP
has been quoted as saying he
will end the Softwood Lumber
Agreement and negotiate free
trade in lumber with the U.S.
As an aficionado of this topic |
just cannot let this go by with-
out comment.

If one assumes that on termi-
nation we will then be in liti-
gation, the duty rates we will
face will be far in excess of
the current border tax rates.
How much more downtime in
the industry is the NDP leader
looking for? And to suggest
that free trade in lumber is
achievable—well many have
tried and all have failed.

At the end of the day the
Agreement is working as de-
signed and is the best of a
bunch of bad outcomes.

John Allan

2008 Prince George Community Dinner

COFI President, John Allan
welcomed over 200 delegates
to the 12t Annual Prince
George Region Community
Dinner on September 18t and
expressed appreciation for
Finning’s co-sponsorship of
this and other COFI community
dinners over the years.

Guests comprised of municipal
government, community and
business leaders as well as
local college and university
students from the forestry,
natural resource and business
programs networked and met
senior forest industry represen-
tatives during the reception
and over dinner.

Prince George Mayor Colin
Kinsley opened the program by
welcoming attendees and
guest speaker, Hon. Pat Bell to
Prince George and acknowl-
edging that despite the current
market difficulties forestry will
continue to be the economic
backbone of the area.

Following dinner, Blair Mayes,
COFI Board of Directors Chair
introduced five of the ten COFI

Annual Convention Legacy
Scholarship winners who
were each presented with a
$1,000 award. (see story on
page 4 for further informa-
tion).

program and are held annu-
ally in various locations
throughout the interior. COFI
Community Dinners are co-
sponsored by Finning Canada.

For more information contact
Doug Routledge, Vice Presi-
dent Forestry and Northern
Operations by phone at:
250.564-5136 or by e-mail at
routledge@cofi.org.

Blair Mayes then introduced
the Hon. Pat Bell, Minister of
Forests and Range as the
evening’s keynote speaker.
Hon. Bell spoke about four
primary areas of focus: (1)
diversify our markets, (2)
expand the use of wood, (3)
grow resources for future
generations and (4) extend
the utilization of pine (shelf
life). Minister Bell also talked
about measures that could be
taken to “fill the allowable
annual harvest gap” that
could result from the MPB
epidemic.

Minister Bell was well re-
ceived by attendees, many of
whom stayed after the formal
address to mingle and speak
to the Minister informally.

COFI Community Dinners are
an important component of
COFI's community relations

Honourable Pat Bell, Minis-
ter of Forests and Range
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Using Wood in Mid-Rise Construction

Wood WORKS! BC has been
actively working on implement-
ing wood into mid-rise construc-
tion for the past 18 months.
Efforts to change the building
code in order to allow wood use
in mid-rise (greater than 4 story)
construction is now being fast-
tracked, due to meetings be-
tween BC Wood WORKS! and
provincial government agencies
and has been aided by ongoing
intervention by industry part-
ners.

Earlier this summer the BC pro-
vincial government announced
it will be implementing changes
to the BC Building Code. To
that end, Wood WORKS! repre-
sentatives recently met with
representatives from the Archi-
tectural Institute of British Co-
lumbia and the Association of
Professional Engineers and

Geoscientists of BC, and with
the manager of the Building
and Safety Policy Branch of BC
in order to discuss and address
modifying the BC Building Code
in order to permit buildings up
to 6 stories in wood construc-
tion. The Policy Branch is re-
quired to provide background
advice to the government, and
therefore the groups in atten-
dance prepared a joint submis-
sion to the provincial govern-
ment in response to the BC
Ministry of Building and Safety
Policy Scoping Paper.

Mary Tracey, Wood WORKS! BC
Executive Director, noted it is
imperative to ensure that due
diligence is carried out in order
to ensure that the code is
changed in such a way that the
potential for wood use in mid
rise construction is maximized,

in order to fully benefit the
wood industry.

Trudy Rotgans, Manager,
Codes Development, Building
and Safety Policy Branch noted
there is a great level of confi-
dence that any technical and
structural issues can be ad-
dressed through knowledge,
peer review and education. To
that end, the Canadian Wood
Council’s technical staff is now
involved in the process, and
have been asked to play a key
role in advancing the BC Build-
ing Code changes.

For the past year Wood
WORKS! has been researching
building codes and practices
from jurisdictions around the
world and has brought experts
in mid-rise construction to Can-
ada to meet with leading Cana-
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dian designers. Wood
WORKS! forums and technical
seminars have accelerated the
process and built awareness
as to the huge potential for
increased wood use.

Tracey noted the interest from
the design and construction
community has “been over-
whelming”. She said Wood
WORKS! is receiving several
calls each week from builders
and developers who wish to be
involved. She is confident that
as this initiative develops,
there will be increased oppor-
tunity for involvement from the
wood products industry.

For more information contact
Mary Tracey by phone at: 877-
929-9633, ext. 1 or by email
at: mtracey@wood-works.ca.

50th Anniversary of Incorporation—Congratulations to Taylor &

Dawson Creek

The Council of Forest Industries
was pleased recently to present
the neighbouring communities
of Taylor and Dawson Creek
with handsome engraved
wooden plaques to commemo-
rate their 50t Anniversary of
Municipal Incorporation. In
addition to celebrating these
important municipal milestones
the carbon sequesting wooden
plagues will serve as an ongo-
ing reminder of the important
relationship between BC'’s for-
est industry and the resource
communities in which we all
live, play and work.

Part of COFI's mandate is to
build on our Industry’s good
relationships with communities.
Through the community rela-
tions program COFI seeks out
opportunities to establish and
build on existing community
partnerships and help commu-
nities understand the chal-
lenges and opportunities facing
the forest industry. In turn, the

communities provide insight
with respect to their needs,
concerns, and aspirations.
Through the open lines of com-
munication we combine
strengths to achieve common
goals.

For more information contact:
Doug Routledge, Vice President
Forestry & Northern Operations
by phone at: (250) 564-5136
or by e-mail at:
routledge@cofi.org .

Right: Mayor Calvin Kruk (r), on behalf of the
City of Dawson, receives a commemorative
plaque from Chris Lear COFI’s Education

Manager.

Above: Mayor Fred Jarvis (r), on behalf of the District of Taylor,
receives a commemorative plaque from the Doug Routledge
COFI’s VP Forestry & Northern Operations.
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Canadian Trade Commissioners Tour Northern BC

Hosted by Forestry Innovation
Investment and Foreign Affairs
and International Trade Canada
and assisted by COFI, a group of
eight Canadian Consulate Trade
Commissioners from Saudi Ara-
bia, The Netherlands, Austria,
United Kingdom, Ireland, South
Korea, the United States and
Denmark as well as representa-
tives from Foreign Affairs Can-
ada, Natural Resources Canada
and the Forest Products Associa-
tion of Canada spent two days in
the interior and two days on the
coast learning about BC’s forest
industry, BC’s sustainable for-

estry practices and the many
forest products produced in
the province.

While on the Prince George leg
of the tour the group toured
Dunkley Lumber’s sawmill and
woodlands operations, Pinna-
cle Pellets new bulk pellet
plant at Strathnaver and were
treated to a guided tour focus-
ing on the use of wood in Uni-
versity of Northern BC’s cam-
pus buildings.

In addition to the tours, the
group were given presenta-

™
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Dyon Armstrong, H

arvesting Forester fro Dunley Lumber ex-

plains harvesting practices in beetle kill.

tions on Forest Innovation
Investment’ programs, the
economic importance of BC's
forest industry and the wide
variety of wood products pro-
duced, BC’s sustainable forest
management and timber sup-
ply regime and bio-energy op-
portunities and challenges in
BC.

The northern portion of this
tour was made possible with
generous contributions of time
from Dunkley Lumber, Canfor
Pulp, UNBC, Ministry of For-
ests and Range and Alterna
Energy and the logistical sup-
port of COFI staff.

The tour was designed to intro-
duce trade Commissioners to
the wide range of B.C. forest
products and exporters (both
primary and valued added), to
the role of industry trade asso-
ciations and to present a view
of the BC forest sector from an
on-the-ground forest opera-
tions, management, milling,
and product end use perspec-
tive. This program builds on
similar tours conducted in
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previous years for trade offi-
cers from Canadian Consu-
lates across Asian and the
USA.

For more info contact Chris
Lear, Manager, Forest Educa-
tion, COFI Northern Operations
by phone at: (250) 564-5136
or by e-mail at: lear@cofi.org.

Trade Commissioners tour
UNBC'’s use of wood in cam-
pus buildings.

New Brochure on the Role of Forests and Their Products in
Fighting Climate Change

A new booklet is available to
inform global markets and con-
sumers about B.C. forests and
how they produce renewable,
climate-friendly products that
sequester carbon.

The booklet - titled Tackle Cli-
mate Change, Use Wood - high-
lights forest industry accom-
plishments with respect to cli-
mate change. It examines the
environmental attributes of Ca-
nadian forest products - wood,
pulp and paper, and residues -
and was produced by B.C.’s
Forestry Innovation Investment
Ltd., the Forest Products Asso-
ciation of Canada and the B.C.
Forestry Climate Change Work-
ing Group.

“People want to do the right
thing and are interested in re-

ducing their impact on the
planet,” said Ric Slaco, chair
of the B.C. Forestry Climate
Change Working Group. “They
want products that have a
lighter carbon footprint and
come from responsible and
sustainable sources. When we
point out the benefits of using
B.C. wood products, we're
making it easier for them to
make the climate-friendly
choice.”

The booklet provides science-
based facts such as:

e (Carbon storage: A typical
2,400-square-foot wood-
framed house contains 29
metric tonnes of carbon.
This is the equivalent of
offsetting the greenhouse
gas emissions from driving

a car over five years (about
12,500 litres of gasoline).

e Lighter footprint: Substitut-

ing a cubic metre of wood
for concrete blocks or
bricks can save 0.75to 1
tonne of carbon dioxide.

e Lighter footprint: Produc-

tion of a steel-framed
home consumes 17 per
cent more embodied en-
ergy and releases 14 per
cent more air pollutants
than a wood-framed home.

e Lighter footprint: Produc-

tion of a concrete-framed
home consumes 16 per
cent more embodied en-
ergy and releases 23 per
cent more air pollutants
than a wood-framed home.

e Energy efficiency: With lots

of tiny air pockets, the cel-
lular structure of wood

improves its natural ther-
mal efficiency, making it
400 times better than steel
and 10 times better than
concrete in resisting the
flow of heat. Steel and con-
crete structures need more
insulation to achieve the
same thermal performance
as wood framing.

A copy of Tackle Climate
Change, Use Wood is available
for download from the COFI
website: www.cofi.org/
library_and_resources/
publications/
environmental_energy/pdf/
tackle-climate-change.pdf
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Nominate Your Community to be the
2009 Forest Capital of BC

The Forest Capital program, estab-
lished in 1988, provides an impor-
tant opportunity to celebrate the
economic, cultural, natural and his-
toric contributions forests make to
community life and the health of the
province. Our forests are important
to every community in BC. It's a heri-
tage we take pride in and celebrate.

For more information go to the
ABCFP website: www.abcfp.ca/
about_us/affiliated_programs/
forest_capital_of_bc.asp

Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006

For information about SLA 2006
please see the following websites:

Government of Canada:
www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/eicb/softwood/menu-
en.asp

Government of BC:
www.for.gov.bc.ca/HET/softwood

A Publication of the Council of
Forest Industries.
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Congratulations to COFI’s 2008 Convention
Legacy Scholarship Winners

COFl is pleased to announce
the winners of the 2008
COFI Convention Legacy
Scholarships. Established in
the spring of 2007, the ten
$1000 Entry Level Scholar-
ships are awarded to stu-
dents who enroll in a profes-
sional, technical or trades
program in one of BC’s Inte-
rior Post Secondary colleges
or universities leading to a
career in the forest industry.

We are proud to recognize
the following 2008 winners:

e Elijah Fraser, Salmon Arm,
Okanagan College, Associ-
ate of Science leading to
Forestry Program

e Kara Varley, Vanderhoof,
College of New Caledonia,
University Transfer Sci-
ences (Biology) Program

e Darren Lindenberger, Fort
Fraser, University of North-
ern BC, Business Program

e Liam Grant, Quesnel, Uni-
versity of Northern BC,
Environmental Science
Program

e Cara Guimond, Prince
George, University of
Northern BC, Natural Re-

source Management Pro-
gram

e Gillian Rourke, Houston,
University of Northern BC,
Natural Resource Manage-
ment - Wildlife and Fisher-
ies

e Rory Callaghan, 150 Mile
House, Thompson Rivers

University, Business Admini-

stration Program

e Mark Visscher, Salmon Arm,
Okanagan College, Residen-

Program

tial Construction

o Blake Halvorson, Enderby,
Selkirk College, Millwright
Program

e Cody Turner, Pritchard,
Thompson Rivers University,
Natural Resource Science
Program

For further information con-
tact Chris Lear by phone at:
250-614-4352 or by e-mail at:
lear@cofi.org.

Pictured: Blair Mayes, COFI Chair; John Bowman, President

College of New Caledonia; Hon. Pat Bell, Minister of Forests and
Range; COFI Convention Legacy Scholarship winners Kara Var-
ley, Darren Lindenberger, Cara Guimond, Gillian Rourke, and
Liam Grant; Dr. Charles Jago, Interim President University of
Northern BC, John Allan, President & CEO of COFI.

Conference: Work Drug Free BC 2008

October 22-24th: Prince
George, BC

This conference provides an
opportunity to learn more
about the challenges of sub-
stance abuse in the work-
place. Owners, managers,
supervisors, labour leaders,
occupational health and
safety managers etc. will
benefit from attending this
conference. Key compo-
nents to this year’s confer-
ence include:

1. Liability issues for em-
ployers and employees

2. Myths and realities
around addiction support
groups

3. Young workers; drug
trends; and the culture of
silence

4. What a drug free workplace

looks like
5. Drug testing issues and
concerns

An added feature to this con-
ference is the optional 8 hour
Supervisors Workshop to be
held on October 22nd. This 8-
hour session highlights legal
responsibility, recognizing
signs and symptoms of sub-
stance abuse and assists all
individuals to develop proac-
tive strategies that will deal
with the issue and the people
involved.

Whether your organization is
large or small, Work Drug Free
2008 will appeal to anyone
interested in promoting a
healthier, safer, drug free
workplace, community and
family.

For further information visit
our website:
www.workdrugfreebc.com,

or email:
Teresa@workdrugfreebc.com
or phone 250-649-4000.



